GREEN TURLE ™

Common name: Green turtle
Scientific name: Chelonia mydas
Local name: Vonu dina
Adult weight range: 68 to 230 kg
Diet: Varies at each life stage.

Has a omnivorous diet feeding

upon invertebrates, fish and
marine plants
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HANKOBILL TURTLE™

Common name: Hawksbill turtle
Scientific name: Eretmochelys imbricata
Local name: Vonu taku

Adult weight range: 43 to 91 kg

Diet: Has a specialized diet which mostly

IUCN RED LIST CATEGORY .
consists of sponges

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

[FATRERBACK TURILE

Common name: Leatherback turtle
Scientific name: Dermochelys coriacea
Local name: Tutuwalu

Adult weight range: 200 to 900 kg

Diet: Feed on jellyfish and other soft-bodied
invertebrates like tunicates and sea

IUCN RED LIST CATEGORY .
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[0GGERAEAD TURILE

Common name: Loggerhead turtle

L name: Tuvonu

Adult weight range: 100 to 180 kg

ings are omnivores feeding
plant and animal material.
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Sea turtles
are a large

Hawksbill turtles
remove sponges
from reefs,
allowing coral to
colonize and grow.

Sea turtles’ ability to
navigate comes from
their sensitivity to the
Earth's magnetic fields.

When sea turtles
graze, they increase
the productivity and

nutrient content of
seagrass.
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Sea turtles are subject to hazards throughout their
lifetime, some caused by humans and others that
arise naturally.
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A It takes 20-30 years for sea turtles
to reach sexual maturity.
A A nesting female can mate with

: % multiple males.

A After mating season,
adult males return to
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FEEDING [ONE

Immature turtles -

Adult male return
to feeding areas

feeding grounds, while
females move near to

air breathing
marine reptile.

A Studies reveal that

& Hatchlings may take up to 10 \
years to return to coastal waters
to feed as juveniles, and this
period is known as the 'lost years
because tracking their migrations

juvenile green turtles
from American Samoa,
French Polynesia,

and New Caledonia
travel far to feed
in Fiji.
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"the lost years”....

is challenging.
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Sea turtles often
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# Hatchlings emerge after the

Environmental temperature
determines the sex of the
sea turtle hatchlings.
Hotter temperatures produces

\ more females and
: cooler temperatures
produces more males.
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adult turtles

nesting beaches.

Adult males and
females migrate to
mating areas
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Adjacent to nesting beach
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Adult females return
to feeding areas (%

\

5 -20 year duration

Image Adopted from
“Miller, J. D. (2017).
Reproduction in sea turtles.
In Lutz. P.L & Musick. J.A. (eds.). .
The biology of sea turtles
(pp. 51-81). CRC Press.”

Hatchlings
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once every
two weeks

incubation period between
6-8 weeks and then head to

the ocean W The nesting season in Fiji is from

October to April. :
# Known nesting sites in Fiji include: :

e Vanua Levu :

e Mamanuca Group

e Lomaiviti Group

e Kadavu

e Lau Group

# Females use their back flippers
to dig their nest in the sand.

A A nesting female lays an
average of 120 eggs.

A After refilling and covering their
nests with sand, they return to

the ocean.
a .

Sea turtles are protected under the national law, Regulation 5 of the
Offshore Fisheries Management Regulations 2014 (OFMR) which

A Nesting females often return to
beaches near where they were
born.

¥ Females can nest multiple times
in a single season.
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mistake imposes a ban on the harvest, sale, possession and transportation of
lastic as food marine turtle, their eggs or any part or product. The provisions of the
P ' On average OFMR 2bolv to “all Fiil Fisheri . - 0 .
causing them to choke, 1in 1000 apply to "all Fiji Fisheries waters,” meaning it applies to a

starve or die.

Globally
sea turtles
are a
threatened
species.

Adult male turtles
have longer, thicker
tails than females.

sea turtle hatchlings
make it to adulthood.

internal, inshore and offshore areas of Fiji.

In Fiji, sea turtles are also protected under the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), which is
implemented through the Endangered Protected Species (EPS)
Act 2002.

[V ——— esorts situated near beachés

ﬁeport any stranded or sick turtles J Adhere to national and international
legislations to protect sea turtles
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